CIUS Press Release



 1

20 October 2009
Bandurist and Musicologist Victor Mishalow Visits Edmonton

On October 1 and 2 the Kule Centre for Ukrainian and Canadian Folklore and the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta hosted Victor Mishalow, a renowned musician and ethnomusicologist. Mishalow was born in Australia, where he first became acquainted with the bandura and fell in love with the instrument. Although his parents wanted him to be an engineer, and he tried to fulfill their wishes, music was his true calling, and Mishalow began studying the bandura while still in Australia. In 1979 he went to Ukraine to attend the Kyiv Conservatory, where he supplemented his formal study of the bandura with private instruction in the traditional kobzar art from such important performers as Hryhorii Tkachenko, one of the few remaining masters of old playing techniques. When he won an Australian fellowship in 1988, Mishalow used it to travel to Canada and the United States, where he studied under and recorded many leading players of the bandura, and perfected his own technique. That same year Mishalow moved to Toronto, where he currently resides. Earlier this year he earned his candidate of sciences degree (PhD equivalent) at the Kharkiv State Academy of Culture after successfully defending his dissertation on “Cultural and Artistic Aspects of the Genesis and Development of Performance on the Kharkiv Bandura.”


On the evening of October 1, Mishalow lectured at the University of Alberta on “Hnat Khotkevych, the Kharkiv Bandura and the Re-establishment of a Neglected Playing Tradition.” Mishalow is especially interested in the Kharkiv style of performance because it is almost extinct. He is also interested in the instrument itself and showed a video of Canadian bandura-maker William Vetzal, with whom he collaborates. Vetzal has recently started making high-quality banduras with fibreglass backs.


The next day, Mishalow met with students and staff at a lunch co-sponsored by the Kule Centre and Folkways Alive! at the Department of Modern Languages and Cultural Studies. Here he played on a newer bandura, as well as on the old-world or traditional bandura, demonstrating various performance styles. He also attended a class on Ukrainian folk song and demonstrated both different song types and different types of banduras. Here he played dumy (epic songs) and other traditional songs on the old-world bandura and on a newer instrument that allows him to play not only traditional melodies but also other types of music, including classical music. His favorite is music composed especially for the bandura by Hnat Khotkevych, which in his view makes use of the bandura’s special qualities.


 In addition to appearing at the university, Mishalow performed before students in the Ukrainian-English bilingual school program at St. Martin’s and Father Kevin Kearns elementary schools. On the evening of October 2 he played a concert sponsored by the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex. This concert, attended by a small audience, had an intimate character; Mishalow’s skillful and passionate playing evoked deep sentiment and reflection. His performances of dumy were especially memorable. A virtuoso bandura player, Mishalow also showed exceptional verbal skills, acting as his own MC through introductions that sometimes included histories of how the pieces were performed, woven together with reminiscences and plans for the future.
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Victor Mishalow performed and spoke before students and staff at the University of Alberta
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